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How ex-spy s revelations compound Is 

JL *** 


Further fallout expected from sensational (though still unproved) allegati 




By Jeff MeConmll 


B efore the I'ecent publication of a 

memou* of his senice for the 
Mossad, the Israeli spy senice, 
Motor Ostrovsky believed his 
road to credibility w’ould be a 
tongh one. Who would believe Ws storj*? 
How’ could he prove that he had et'en been 
emplo 3 'ed by the sp 3 ' agency, much less that 
his sensational allegations of assiissination, 
blackmail and Israeli interference in other 
countries were true? 


As ft turned out, much of the work would 
soon be done for him by Israel itself. Law- 
^y&rs for the Israeli government tried, 
through American and Canadian courts, to 
stop the publication of Ostrovsk>'"s book, “By 
Wa\’ of Deception.^ Although judges in both 
countries blocked publication, their injunc- 
tions were quickly overturned. Still, the pub- 
licity created by the extraordinary' Israeli ef- 
fcns and by the highlt* unusual Judicial deci- 
siqas gained Ostrovsky the acceptance he 
had sought. It also propelled the book to The 
York Hmes best-seUer list where it re- 
mained for a fiill three months. 


IlfffieuJt tinies for Israel 

, These have been hard times internation- 
ally for Israel. F2ven as Osirovsk/s damning 
ejqxise has become a cause celebre, the 

countrv continues to reel from worldwide 
*■ 

condemnation of the killings by Israeb' bor- 
der police of at least 18 Palestinians at Jeru- 
salem’s Temple Mount. Relations with the 
United States have .suffered over American 
support for resolutions by the United Na- 
tions S«*curity Council calling for a UN in- 
vestigation of the incident, condemning I>ra- 
ei.Xor refusing to cooperate and, most re- 
cently, on Dec, 20, authorizing UN monitor- 
ing of the safett^ of Palestinians in areas oc- 
eupied by Lsrael Already, there were ten- 
sions between the two countries over Ameri- 
can to Israeli talk oi settling re- 

cent thrcng.-' if Soviet eniigrara.> in the 

lemtO'r^ 

Further fahr^iut from^ s l>ook 

could" hun Israel mon Last month, a 
Friaich eihlaon was pofehshed, and there will 



surely be more impact as new translations 
appeim. Investigators in Denmark and Sri 
Lanka, two countries to which Ostrovsky 
was assigned while with the Mossad, have 
launched inquiries inU) his allegations of Is- 
raeli interference in th(ir internal affairs, 
iuid other countries may follow. If the Unit- 
ed States is one, there could be a revival of 
spy scandals that seriously damaged US re- 
lations with Israel in the mid- 1980 s. 

In penmai'k, the Mossad had a relation- 
ship with the Diuiish security service, Os- 
trovsky wrote, “so intimate as to be inde- 
cent.” He alleged that a Mossad officer site 
in the Danish service’s headquarters “moni- 
toring all Arabic and Palestinian-related 
messages coming into their listening depart- 
ment.. . , As the only Arabic-speaking man 
there, he understand.s the messages, but 
sends the tapes to Israel for translation.” 
According to Ostrovsky, the information is 
not shared with Denmark, which only re- 
eewes heavily e<iited transcripts. At the 
same time, he alleged, Mossad Cannes out its 
own apparently illegal telephone tapping 
through listening devices installed by the 
Danes. 



Shortly after the book’s publication, the 
parliamentarv^ committee overseeing the 
Danish spy senice summoned its chief and 
the Danish justice minister for explanations. 
Following that session, the miing coalition 
responded that there was no need for hu*- 
ther inquiry, but some committee members 
are unsatisfied and more actions are expect- 
ed. 


Sri Lifika Invest Igalhm 

In Sn Lanka. Uu* pn‘sident has appoint 
ed the s<dieiu>i general. F, W'. B. \\';wiugoda- 
pitiya, as a oiie-mun eommissitm of inquiry 
into Ostrovsky’s allegations of improper 
Mt>s.saci conduct tliere. According to Us- 
tnivskv’s IxK)k, the Mos,sad iniiiu‘tl and suf)- 
both tht‘ Sri Lankan militarv ami anu- 

% 

govermnenl Tamil relads. He also 
liial to assist Sri l.anka with arms 

! 

’’dreaiueti up” a nm>>{ve hydrt>eKH:tric t>n 
ject for llie Bn La^an govortimenl atid ar 
rugged for Israeli 



chases, the .Mossad. during the 1970s. 
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By Douglas Farah 

SPKCIAL TO THK GLOBE 


BOGOTA - Two senior retired 

I 

Israeli military officers conspired 
with top-level Caribbean officials to 
arm and train assassins of the Me- 
dellin cocaine cartel on the island of 
Antigua, according to a British judi- 
cial inquiry' 

It was the first investigation to 
tie together evidence from Antigua, 
Israel and Colombia on how a ship- 
ment of 5(X) automatic weapons and 
2(X),0{)0 rounds of ammunit ion, re- 
portedly ordered by Antigua from 
Israel in 1988, ended up in the hands 
of one of Colombia’s most violent 
drug barons, Jose Gonzalo Rodri- 
guez Gacha, who is reputed to be 
anti-Semitic. 

The Judicial Commission of In- 
quiry in Antigua, which had request- 
ed the aid of the British government 
in investigating the affair, concluded 
that the two Israelis were engaged 
in a “wicked enterprise” to set up a 
training school in Antigua for paid 
Medellin cartel killers, with weapons 
to be provided unwittingly by the Is- 
raeli government. 

^ The 300-page report was written 

by Louis Blom-Cooper, a British 

lawyer. It is scheduled to be made 
public on Dec. 1.5. 



i^art of the lot of 400 Galil assaul 
'•nd 100 Lzi machine guns wer( 
on a farm belonging to Rodri 

^ Gacha last Janua^ 

The r^ort said three Israeli 
^ key to the plot: retired Lt Col 



YAIR KLEIN 
Ex-officer headed firm 


Yair Klein, a counterterrorism spe- 
cialist and president of Spearhead 
Ltd., a private security firm; retired 
Brig. Gen. Pinchas Shachar, an 
agent for Israel Military Industries, 
the Israeli government arms manu- 
facturer; and Maurice Sarfati, an Is- 
raeli melon farmer based in Antigua 
with close ties to Antiguan officials. 

Klein was convicted last Friday 
in Israel of three counts of illegally 
exporting weapons and military ex- 
pertise. He faces a maximum of 
three years in prison. 

He has admitted to working in 
Colombia, but says he was training 
ranchers to defend themselves from 
Marxist guerrillas. Shachar, who de- 
nied doing anything illegal, now lives 
in Israel and faces no criminal 

charges. Sarfati is believed to be hid- 
ing in Paris. 


“This conspiracy was, in my 
judgement, hatched in Mi^mi and 
developed from that city,” the report 
said. “Its epicenter is undoubtedly 
among a group of expatriate Israelis 
living in that city - Sarfati, Gen. Sha- 
char . . . and the visiting Col. Klein,” 

Blom-Cooper said that while Is- 
rael Military Industries was “guilty 
of negligence” in processing the or- 
der for the weapons, “neither the 
government nor its defense ministry 
had the faintest notion the consign- 
ment of arms and ammunition was 
destined for Colombia, let alone the 
Colombian drug cartels.” 

The report says Vere Bird Jr., 
son of Antiguan Prime Minister 
Vere Bird Sr. who is a former Cabi- 
net minister; and Col Clyde Walker, 
commander of the Antigua and Bar- 
buda Defense Force, were the Anti- 
guans responsible for collaborating 
with the scheme. 

As portrayed in the Blom-Cooper 
report, the affair began in Septem- 
ber 1988, when Sarfati, with a failing 
melon business and $8 million in 
debts in Antigua, passed on to au- 
thorities a proposal of Klein’s Spear- 
head Ltd. for a security training 
school on the island. 

To anyone with the slightest 
knowledge of armed forces it was ob- 
vious that the training school prof- 
fered by Spearhead Ltd. was intend- 
ed . . .to tram mercenaries in assault 
techniques and assasination,” the re- 
port says. 

In October 1988, Walker made a 


one-day trip to Miami. Shachar, an 
agent for Israel Military Industries, 
says he met with Walker then to dis- 
cuss the arms deal, although Walker 
said he was shopping. 

Shachar sent a fax to Israel Mili- 
tary Industries seeking prices for 
Uzi and Galil rifles, and on Oct, 23 
the firm quoted its prices for the mu- 
nitions “for the Antiguan army ” 


Klein, who was allegedly already 
engaged in training Colombians tied 
to Rodriguez Gacha, along with Sha- 
char and a third loraeli visited Anti- 
gua from Nov. 16 to 19. 

Blom-Cooper says the three visi- 
tors, along with Saifati, Walker, and 
Bird Jr., spent those three days “oc- 
cupied in deadly serious talks about 
a military training school for which a 
consignment of guns and ammuni- 
tion had been ordered by IMI.” 

Shachar said he withdrew in No- 
vember 1988, but Blom-Cooper said 
that the money trail for the arms led 
directly to him, and that he used his 
personal bank account to transfer 


deal to Israel Military 

Shachar said the 
from Antigua, but thi 
cods of the government 
making the payments. 
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